Useful rubbish

We make objects like paper, bottles and cans, and then we throw them away!  As time goes on, we are building up more and more rubbish, which is hard to get rid of.  There would be much less rubbish if we saved some of the waste energy because large amounts of energy are used in making new products.

New products for old:

Have you ever wondered what happens to all the things we put in the dustbin? Cans, bottles, jars cartons, newspapers, magazines, plastics, old clothes, old toys, old furniture – we throw away loads of them each year.  Most of our household rubbish could be used again.    This is called recycling.  Waste, such as tea-leaves, potato peelings and other vegetable scraps, will rot in time and can be turned into compost.  This is a natural fertilizer for garden plants.    Old paper, metal and glass can also be broken up and remade.

What about plastics?

Plastics create one of our worst problems. They are more difficult to recycle, because are so many different types of plastic.  Most plastics are non-biodegradable, which means that they take a very long time before they begin to decay.  

